California Things to Do:

Misc. Bay Area Things to Do:
· Raging Waters Park – 30 minute drive from Mountain View
· http://www.rwsplash.com/
· Great America Theme Park – 15 minute drive from Mountain View
· http://www.pgathrills.com/#actions
· Six Flags Discovery Kingdom - 90 minute drive from Mountain View
· http://www.sixflags.com/discoveryKingdom/animals/index.aspx
· San Jose Tech Museum and IMAX theater - 30 minute drive from Mountain View
· http://www.thetech.org/
· Other San Jose attractions: http://sanjose.org/visitors/thingstodo/things.php?x=attractions
· Shoreline Amphetheater and Park - 5 minute drive from Mountain View
· Concerts - http://www.livenation.com/venue/shoreline-amphitheatre-at-mountain-view-tickets
· Park - http://www.shorelinelake.com/
Northern CA Parks

· Yosemite –  Eastern Califonia, Sierra Mountain Range, 5 hour drive from Mountain View

· http://www.nps.gov/yose/  
· Golden Gate Park -  San Francisco, 90 minute drive from Mountain View
· http://www.sfgate.com/neighborhoods/sf/goldengatepark/
· Lake Tahoe Area - Eastern Califonia, Sierra Mountain Range, 5 hour drive from Mountain View
· Summer: http://www.gotahoenorth.com/events-and-activities/summer
· Year-round: http://www.visitinglaketahoe.com/
San Francisco Things to Do:
 

There are several sources for events, restaurants, clubs/bars, etc in San Francisco.  I recommend the following:

· sfgate.com - it's the local newspaper, San Francisco Chronicle, and it's very comprehensive. 

· http://sanfrancisco.citysearch.com/ - this has some good info on bars/clubs, restaurants, events, etc for San Francisco (and other city's like Denver). 

Events and Activities:

· Whale Watching Boat Tour - There are several companies that offer whale watching tours.  For example: 

· http://www.google.com/search?hl=en&q=whale+watching+tours%2C+San+Francisco%2C+CA 

· http://www.oceanicsociety.org/pages/wwa.html 

· http://www.sfbaywhalewatching.com/ 

· A

 HYPERLINK "http://www.alcatrazcruises.com/" \o "http://www.alcatrazcruises.com/" lacatraz -  it's a fun tour but buy your tickets a head of time and invest in the Cell House Audio tour as it makes the tour much more entertaining. (http://www.alcatrazcruises.com/) 

· Bay Cruises: 

· Blue and Gold Fleet does several cruises departing from Fisherman's Wharf: http://www.blueandgoldfleet.com/ 

· Red and White Fleet is essentially the same as the Blue and Gold Fleet: http://www.redandwhite.com/ 

· Museums 

· San Francisco Museum of Modern Art  (http://sfmoma.com/) 

· de Young Museum - it's in Golden Gate Park and has a blend of traditional and modern art.  The museum architecture is itself impressive. 
· California Academy of Sciences – Across from the de Young Museum in Golden Gate Park this museum has a planetarium, aquarium and tropical forest.  It also is one of the largest museums to also have the highest energy efficiency ratings in the world... for example it’s roof is made out of living plants.
· Meyerovich Gallery - specializes in American and European paintings, works on paper, prints and sculpture by Modern Masters: Picasso, Matisse, Miró, Chagall. 

· Golden Gate Park - Golden Gate Park is very large and has several attractions beyond the de Young museum. (http://www.sfgate.com/traveler/guide/sf/neighborhoods/ggpark.shtml) 

· Chinatown - walk along Grant St for several blocks.  Alot of the stores sell the same junk but there are some nice shops and good restaurants.  http://www.sanfranciscochinatown.com/ 

· Segway tours of San Francisco 

· Electric Tour Company - Does tours throughtout the city of San Francisco http://www.sfelectrictour.com/ 

· Angel Island Segway Tours - This tour will take you onto Angel Island which is in the middle of the San Francisco Bay. http://www.angelisland.com/ 

· Sea Lions at Fisherman's Wharf - Fisherman's Wharf is a fun visit with all the tourist shops and seafood restaurants.  Take time to check out the Sea Lions as they adopted the harbor after an earthquake destroyed their natural habitat.  Amazingly the city of San Francisco allowed them to stay rather than trying to relocate them even though it's some of the most expensive harbor space in San Francisco. (http://www.fishermanswharf.org/) 

· Haight-Ashbury - Although it's mostly nostalgic shops promoting the 60's hippie lifestyle there are some fun stores like Ameoba records (for fans of vinyl records) and Cha Cha Cha's is a great tapas restaurant with yummy sangria (we took Mirjam there when she visited). 

· Baseball game at AT&T Park 

· You can buy unused season pass tickets through stubhub.com, http://www.stubhub.com/san-francisco-giants-tickets/.  Tickets for sections 104 - 130 tend to be the best seats.

· Ferry Plaza Farmer's Market -  The farmer's market is only Tuesday and Saturday, but there are some nice permanent food shops that are worth a quick stroll through.  
(http://www.ferryplazafarmersmarket.com/markets/ and http://www.ferrybuildingmarketplace.com/) 

· Hike to the Tourist Club’s Natures Friends Lodge in Mill Valley for some great German beer.

· Shopping 

· Union Square Shopping - A wide variety of department stores, specialty shops, restaurants and bars ranging from Macy's and Saks Fifth Avenue to Gucci and Louis Vuitton. (http://www.unionsquareshop.com/) 

· Embarcadero Center - In the financial district this is a more traditional mall with stores like Banana Republic, Gap, and Williams Sonoma. (http://www.embarcaderocenter.com/ec/) 

· Chestnut Street - These 5 or 6 blocks are a collection of more ecclectic, smaller shops.  (http://www.chestnutshop.com/) 

· Concerts Venues

· Bimbo's 365 Club 

· Fillmore Auditorium 

· The Independent 
· Warfield Theatre 

· Theater/Musicals 

· Curran Theater 

· San Francisco War Memorial & Performing Arts Center 

· Yerba Buena Center for the Arts 

· Golden Gate Theater 

· Orpheum Theater 

Restaurants
· Stinking Rose - Everything is made with Garlic (Knoblauch). (http://www.thestinkingrose.com/about.htm) 

· AsiaSF - what makes this place special is that all the women waitresses are actually crossdressing men.  It's a taste of the local gay culture without being overbearing. (http://www.asiasf.com/index.php) 

· Top of the Mark - this is a fancy and expensive restaurant but it has great views of San Francisco.  http://www.topofthemark.com/ 

· Cha Cha Cha's is a great tapas restaurant, we took Mirjam there when she visited. (http://www.cha3.com/) 

· Buena Vista Cafe - Great Breakfasts and within walking distance of the Holiday Inn Fisherman's Wharf.  It's common for more than one group to sit at a table so you get to meet different people. 

· Cafe de la Presse - across the street from the entrance to Chinatown this restaurant has delicious food with a French influence. 

· Swan's Oyster Depot - they take only cash/check and there is always a line (only seats 20), but the food and the 'boys' are great

· Slanted Door - vietnamse fusion

· ... and there are many, many more really good restaurants.  The ones above are just a few. 

Bars & Clubs
· Sky Terrace at Medjool – Roof bar with great views, my favorite in the Mission

· Mezzenine – SOMA, great place for live music, off 6ht between Market and Mission

· Nihon – Japanese fusion whiskey bar, go for happy hour between 5-7p, 14th and Folsom

· The Redwood room in the Clift hotel – Beautiful bar with beautiful people, go if you’re on expense account as it's expensive.
· Swig – Casual bar up the street from the Clift, good DJ / Music on Thurs and weekends.

· Slide – Mason next to Ruby Skye, great high end bar on weeknights, bridge and tunnel crowd on weekends.
· SF Brewing Company - North Beach (great to roam around the neighborhood - don't forget to stop into City Lights bookstore if their interested in the beat generation authors/history)
· Gordon Biersch - Embarcadero (nice walk along the water front to/from the Ferry building)
· Thirsty Bear - South of Market Area (SOMA)
· Lucky 13 – market street – great beer selection, great jukebox if you are into hard alternative from the 80s, best for happy hour 

·  21st Amendment -  2nd street – nice micro brews, financial district crowd

· Sam’s – Tiburon (requires a ferry) – one of the best places to hang out for a beer in the sun (even when it’s cloudy in the city)
· Ruby Skye - is still a hopping club

· The End Up - for that after hours fun

· Fluid - is fun, very high end and spendy, ask for Melissa Lang
· Element Lounge
· Butter
